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lands from the aborigines. These settlements were claimed by the new proprietaries of Carolina, and Sir William Berkeley, governor of Virginia and one of the joint proprietors, was ordered by his colleagues to assume jurisdiction over them in their name.
Berkeley, however, who knew too well the character of these pioneer-settlers, did not venture to enforce his orders too strictly. Instead of this, he appointed William Drummond, one of the settlers, to be the governor; and instituting a simple form of government, a council of six members, and an easy tenure of land, left the colony to take care of itself, to enjoy liberty of conscience and the management of its own affairs. " Such," says Bancroft,? " was the origin of fixed settlements in North Carolina. The child of ecclesiastical oppression was swathed in independence."
Besides these settlements of New England and Virginia, several planters of Barbadoes had purchased from the Indians a tract of land thirty-two miles square on Cape Fear river, where the New Englanders had first settled themselves, and now applied to the new proprietaries for a confirmation of their purchase and a charter of government. All their wishes were not granted, but Sir John Yeamans, a cavalier, and the head of these Barbadoes planters, was appointed governor, with a jurisdiction extending from Cape Fear to *the St. Matheo, the country being called Clarendon. This settlement absorbed that of the New Englanders, who, however, were so far respected that Yeamans was instructed to be "very tender" towards them, to "make things easy to the people of New England, that others might be
attracted there." The colony immediately applied itself to the preparation of boards, shingles, and staves to be shipped to the West Indies, and the same continues to this day to be the staple of that region of pine forests and sterile plains.
The proprietaries in the mean time having ascertained the character of their territory, and become better acquainted with its geography, obtained, in 1665, a second charter.
This second charter was in total disregard of all other claims; and this time their grant was extended half a degree farther north, so as to include the settlements on the Chowan, and a degree and a half farther south, including the Spanish colony of St. Augustine and part of Florida, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. This vast grant, in fact, comprised all the present territory of North and South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, a considerable portion of Florida and Missouri, nearly all Texas, and a large part of Mexico. Nor was this all; an additional grant shortly afterwards added the group of the Bahama Isles, then famous as the resort of buccaneers, to the vast realms which their charter already included.
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(1621-1683) soil which it touched, had planted not only a little settlement on Cape Fear, which had been fostered in its distresses by the mother colony, but had sown the seeds of democratic liberty, from which, in part, must be traced the resolute spirit which distinguished the colony of North Carolina in the long struggle through which it had to pass.
